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 Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

21 February 2017 

 Minutes   

 

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay  (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson 

(LA), Moe McCarthy (MM),  and Steve Winters (SW) present. Alternate member Ryan Byrnes (RB) 

was also in attendance, as were Agent John DeLano (JD) and Secretary Kitty Doherty.  

●  SW / LA motioned to approve Minutes for 7 February 2017 as presented, so voted.  

 

New Public Hearings:  

161 Ash Street ANRAD (SE 328 - 715) Jacob Driscoll Engineering / Alan Doty to verify that the wetland 

border identification is accurate as flagged; 

TH opened the public hearing as scheduled;  neither the applicant, consultant or abutters were present.  

● MM / LA motioned to continue  this PH to 7 March 2017, so voted.  

 

 

Lamp Post Estates; reopen NOI (SE 328 - 676); Pilling Engineering / Lincoln Street Realty Trust, to review 

the revised Definitive Subdivision Plans and Stormwater Analysis.  

Todd Piling presented new material for the applicant.  This project at the intersection of S. Elm and Lincoln 

Streets has been stalled since 2014;  proposal includes 7 new houses and the existing corner lot home as lot 

#8.  Proposed drainage design is divided into two sections, with half of the homes slated to drain into the first 

drainage basin and the remainder into a second basin nearer the cull-d-sac.  All the work is outside of the 50’ 

buffer but within the 100’ buffer.  The edge of the tree line was mysteriously cleared 3 years ago; the 

applicant recognizes this, and has made amends with the neighbors in reconfiguring the property line.   

NHESP has flagged this site as protected habitat (see letter in file).  

JD said that the commission will expect a Conservation Easement to permanently protect the back land, and 

asked about the height of the center of the road which  this proposal elevates in order to blend with the level 

of the raised homes.  Planning Board hasn’t opened their PH yet.    LA asked how the project can support so 

much fill with the groundwater just 3' down.  There is a stream on site.  The engineer said that this proposed 

drainage system should meet three times the minimum drainage requirements.  Surface water will be pushed 

into the two basins. Discussion ensued with the commissioners and abutters present.   JD asked about what 

would happen to rushing water that might flow past the drainage basins, due to the hill on site.  A typical 
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catch basin can only receive a small amount of water at a time; when it comes down in an intense storm not 

all of the water can get into the grate holes.  The shoulder area might wash out – JD suggested double catch 

basins.  SWM review is not required for a single family form A lot while subdivision development needs this 

thorough design by law. Pilling said that this project design meets the new SWM bylaw criteria even though 

the old rules are grandfathered by the submission date.  JD recommends hiring the Allen & Major firm as 53G 

Consultants to ensure that the SWM design meets performance standards. 

● MM / SW motioned to hire  Allen & Major as 53G consultant to review this drainage design,  so voted.  

● SW / RB  motioned to continue the PH to 21 March 2017, so voted.  

 

Continued Public Hearing:  

0 Belmont Street;  ANRAD (SE 328 - 705) Frank Rebelin  /  William Adams, Trustee, to verify that the wetland 

border identification as flagged is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act  

● SW / RB motioned to continue the PH to the next meeting, so voted.  

 

Luke Estates, off  Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 708)  Pilling Engineering  /  Al Endruinas, to construct 5,000 s.f. of new 

subdivision roadway  with subsurface drainage system, 2 drainage outfalls and 1 culvert outfall within the 100' Buffer 

Zone of a BVW   

The engineer did not have the ability to scan all of the files, so JD did it on town equipment in order to electronically 

send the plans to the 53 G Consultant for a cost estimate to review the project.   LA discussed the need to perhaps form 

a homeowners association to maintain the drainage system.   SWM bylaw allows the commission to require this.  

● MM / RB motioned to continue the PH to 21 March 2017, so voted.     

 

Administrative discussions:   

 

586 Manley Street  COC (SE 328 - 687)  Clean Energy Collective; Agent Delano has visited this site 

and found that the area is still bare ground, with a depression full of water;  he is reluctant to issue the 

COC without a bond in case this restoration doesn’t survive.  Discussion ensued regarding the bond 

procedure.  

●MM / SW motioned to obtain a cost estimate for the bond, so voted.    

● SW / RB motioned to continue the discussion to 7 March 2017. 

 

 

6 Woodrow Lane COC (SE 328 - 699  Ryan Cook;   Agent DeLano found nothing but mud, with no 

grass yet on his site inspection.  

●MM / SW motioned to issue the COC with $1,500 bond, so voted.  

 

 

118 Lincoln Street COC (SE 328 - 649)  John Walsh;  The commission agreed on JD's recommendation 

to  issue this COC without bond. 

 

Lee Anderson and Ryan Byrnes agreed to repair the gate at the Esther Drive Trail, and to install the two 

new trail signs recently purchased with Memorial Funds left to the commission for this purpose.  
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Agent's Report   

BOS and the Finance Committee have heard the Commission's FY 18  budget requests.   

TH reminded commissioners about the MACC meeting; he will drive if anyone wishes to car pool. 

  

Item #1: New Public Hearing DEP # 328-715–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) –#161 Ash 

Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

I have no issue with the flag locations.  Mr. Doty wants to give the remaining land to the Conservation Commission 

for a conservation area adjacent to the Bay Circuit Trail (BCT).  The BCT follows Ash Street as it passes the site on its 

way to Reynolds Landing conservation area.  The parcel has a nice pine grove area and a pond with existing trails on 

the property.  The applicant has shown a 10' wide access easement from Ash Street to the rear land.  In addition, the 

land has frontage on South Main Street where a spur could connect to the sidewalk system out there. 

Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing (PH).  Motion to issue an Order of Resource Area 

Delineation. (ORAD) indicating that the resource areas are accurate.       

Item #2: (Re-opened) Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-676–Notice of Intent (NOI) – Lamp Post Estates- Corner 

of Lincoln and South Elm Streets - Proposed Single Family Residential Subdivision Project.   

This project was started in March of 2015.  It has been dormant while waiting for issues to be resolved.  The 

following is a cut and paste of my report back on 04-17-2015: Wetland line shown was approved by an expired 

ORAD.  No test pits were dug in the drainage basin areas.  The WB PB is having this subdivision reviewed by an 

outside engineer.  We should ask the applicant's engineer about the expired wetland line and the lack of test pits.  

I would recommend that the pits be dug in the presence of your agent and possibly be witnessed by the WB PB 

Consultant at the same time.  Since that meeting, the WBPB consultant and I witnessed some test pits on 05-21-

2015 and determined the groundwater at that time.  The water table is 24" to 27" below the ground surface.   

For this re-opening of the Public Hearing (PH), we asked the applicant's engineer to re-advertise the PH and re-notify 

the abutters about the PH due to the long time since the last PH on this project.  Both requests have been done.  The 

site is located in an Estimated Habitat of Rare Species.  The applicant has demonstrated proof of mailing the NOI to 

the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP).  The Conservation Commission's files don't show we 

have received a response from NHESP.  The applicant may have a copy and if so, we need a copy of it too.  If there 

has been no response, we can't issue an Order of Conditions (OOC) until we get a copy of the response.  We have 

received a delineation fee for the expired wetland line.  I am recommending that the Commission hire a different 53-

G consultant than the one the WB PB uses so that a different set of eyes are looking at the plans and drainage 

calculations.  I am recommending that the Commission use the same consultant that we will be using for the Luke 

Estates project off of Brooks Place.  If the Commission agrees, I will send the consultant a Request for Proposal (RFP) 

so that a review fee can be established and a check can be deposited in that amount by the applicant.    

Recommendation: Motion to hire the recommended 53-G consultant.  Motion to Continue the Public Hearing (PH) 

to 03-21-2017.       
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Item #3: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-705–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) - #0 

Belmont Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

We have not received a report from our 53-G consultant about the wetland line as of this date.  The applicant's 

representative has sent an email requesting the continuance.  Most likely the snow cover has been the issue with the 

53-G getting the field work done to confirm or otherwise as to the accuracy of the wetland lines.  With the snow 

melting and warmer weather on the way, the 53-G consultant should be able to get to the site. 

Recommendation: Motion to Continue the Public Hearing (PH) to 03-07-2017.          

Item #4: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-708- Notice of Intent (NOI) - Luke Estates Roadway - Off Brooks Place 

- Construction of roadway and drainage system    

I scanned the plans, the reports and all the exhibits submitted by the applicant's engineer so that I could send the 

information to the 53-G consultant.  The consultant needs the information to determine the review fee.  I have sent 

the letter and the information and asked the consultant to give us the amount by 02-28-2017.  If we receive the 

amount for the consultant's fee on the 28th, I will ask the applicant to give us a check to deposit with the town 

treasurer.    

Recommendation: Motion to continue the Public Hearing to 03-21-2017.       

Item #5: Continued Public Hearings DEP # 328-709 to 328-713– 5 - NOIs- Luke Estates Lots 3,4,5,6 & 7 - Off Brooks 

Place - Construction of a Single Family Home (SFH), on-site septic system and associated grading.   

This Public Hearing was continued to 03-07-2017 and should not be for discussion on tonight's agenda. 

Recommendation: No action is required 

Item #6: Administrative Discussion- DEP # 328-687– Certificate of Compliance (COC) - 586 Manley Street- 

Construction of a replication area for loss of a small wetland crossing needed for access to a solar filed. 

We have received an Asbuilt plan on 01-24-2017 and a wetland report dated 11-21-2016 regarding the replication 

area.  The planting was completed on 11-09-2016.  The report explains in detail what needed to be done after the 

initial construction.  It notes that the changes were made and a follow-up report was done.  My inspection shows 

that the replication area is flooded and has the potential of not surviving if water stays there too long.  A COC can be 

issued as long as the applicant provides surety that the replication work will survive a second growing season.  In 

addition the estimate needs to cover the costs associated with re-seeding the disturbed areas along the ECBs or be 

loamed and seeded if applicable.  The applicant needs to provide the commission with a realistic cost estimate for 

the Wetland Scientist's Spring follow-up report, costs for seeding and re-seeding if necessary and the costs of re-

planting of the replication area if necessary.  With the applicant's cost estimate in hand, the commission can discuss 

the amount of bond required to assure completion of the project.   

Recommendation: Motion to request the applicant to submit a cost estimate as referenced in the Agent's report.  

Motion to continue the matter of issuing a COC to 03-07-2017. 

Item #7: Administrative Discussion- DEP # 328-699– Certificate of Compliance (COC) - 6 Woodrow Lane - 

I have reviewed the As-built plan and inspected the site.  The site has no grass stabilizing the slopes adjacent to the 
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50' buffer.  I have no issue with the issuance of a COC provided the applicant gives the Commission a cash bond of 

$1500.00 to be deposited with the town treasurer until the grass has sufficiently germinated and is able to stabilize 

the disturbed surfaces.  Upon successful germination and stabilization the bond can be returned to the applicant.   

Recommendation: Motion to issue the COC with a cash bond of $1500.00. 

Item #8: Administrative Discussion- DEP # 328-649– Certificate of Compliance (COC) - 118 Lincoln Street - 

I have reviewed the As-built plan and inspected the site.  All disturbed surfaces have been stabilized. 

Recommendation: Motion to issue the COC with no bond required. 

 

● SW / MM  motioned to adjourn at 7 :20 PM, so voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes approved 7 March 20217  
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